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Right before 17.00, at the accompaniment of drums, the opening
ceremony of The 51 st Tall Ships' Races began. After the crews'
representatives, carrying their national flags, had walked up the
steps to the terrace of Waly Chrobrego, all the ships greeted the
port of Szczecin with loud sirens' signal. A moment later Polish
national anthem was played (by a wind instrument orchestra),
followed by 'I Am Sailing' song. To finish with, 6000 blue, yellow and
red balloons went to the sky.

'I have never seen so many people full of enthusiasm though I've
been doing TTSR for 50 years' said
Mr Samuelsson, the representative for Sail Training International.
The second part of the ceremony, being showed on huge screens,
was held in the hall of the National Museum of Szczecin. After Piotr
Krzystek, the president of Szczecin, and Przemyslaw Gosiewski,
the Minister of Economy, gave their speeches, the captains were
handed rally souvenirs: custom made models of sailing ships.
When the ceremony was finished, the hosts and their guests set
out for the tour of the rally. They walked along the city streets, while
the president went on a cruise.

The Rally Officially Open!!!

The crowds you can see walking along Waly Chrobrego prove that holding TTSR

here in Szczecin was the right decision. On Friday, before the official opening of

the rally, over 200 000 tourists visited the wharves of Szczecin. It shows how

interested in the event people are. Lots of visitors are coming to our city from

abroad. Everyone wants to see everything.

Szczecin is located at the Odra River, has strong connections with the sea. We

are happy to hold TTSR for the very first time here in Szczecin, we are proud to

host the finale of the great rally. We'll do our best to sustain friendly atmosphere.

The weather is wonderful, all the people in charge fulfil their duties, that's why I'm

sure everything will run smoothly. We've been preparing the event for months. As

you can see, it's a difficult organisational undertaking, however, we do try to solve

all the problems on the spot.

I do believe that the ships moored to the banks make an incredible decoration of

the city, and all the sailors and tourists will be satisfied with their stay here.

At this point I'd like to thank media, which relate the event widely. Actually, no

matter what newspaper you open, the rally makes the headlines. I do hope that

Szczecin will be the centre of attention both in Poland and in Europe for a little

longer. I think my climbing the tallest yard of Dar Mlodziezy on Monday will be a

symbolic summary of the whole thing. Though I haven't had time to exercise, I

don't worry about the effect.

Piotr Krzystek, the President of Szczecin, answers questions
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During The Tall Ships' Races Szczecin 2007 no one can be bored. The crews
won't lack entertainment. Captain's Ball or crews' parade along the city streets
are traditional elements of every rally. Some sailors already mingle with crowds of
visitors when wandering along the harbours. There are parties and discos just
for them. Tonight, sports competition starts, which will include tug-of-war, fights
on the derrick and sailors' relay. The exhausted competitors will be able to cool
down at the swimming pool. The crewmen thirsty for cultural emotions may visit
the National Museum and the Castle of Westpomeranian Dukes (admittance is
free!) For those who lack in adrenaline, bungee jumping is the best solution.

A jump ashore

This year The Tall Ships' Races have been held in two places
simultaneously both in the Baltic and in the Mediterranean. The rally
in the South of Europe was of the same format as the one in the
North.
The vessels and their crews met in Spanish Alicante on 4 July,
which was their starting point for Barcelona. On 12-15 July, in the
capital city of Catalonia, they celebrated the holiday of sea and
wind. After a friendly race French Tulon was the host to the fleet.
Finally, on 28 July, young sailors were guests of Italian Genoa, the
host to the finale.
The tallest ships that showed up at the South shores of Europe
were: Russian Mir (109 m), Italian Amerigo Vespucci (104 m) and
Argentina Libertad (102 m). In the Mediterranean part of the rally
Polish Pogoria was one of the contestants. All in all, 40 vessels from
14 countries with 4000 on board sailed the Mediterranean TTSR
(including Italy, Spain, Poland, Portugal, etc). Class C Idea Due of
Italy won the general classification.

Pogoria in
the Mediterranean

Those looking at Lasztownia on Saturday morning might have
thought that a New blocks of flats had been built. That was just an
illusion, as that was The World, stateroom passenger, which
moored to the wharf. The World is the only ship whose rooms are
private property.
The World was launched 4 years ago, is almost 200 meters long
and 30 meters tall, has 198 cabins of various standards served by
320 - persons - crew. The apartments' surface ranges from 31m 2
to 301m 2. The cheapest one is $825 000, the most expensive
ones are $6,3 million.
The world in many ways is quite similar to a luxury yacht. Your time
is yours to do with as you please on board of The World, choosing
to enjoy the life ashore - opera, museums, restaurants, shops - to
see the natural wonders - fjords, mountains, icebergs, deserts,
coral reefs and beaches. You can also enjoy playing golf on the
world's great courses, resting and reading aboard, catching up
with friends or dining in the ship's top-flight restaurants. The World
sails under the colours of the Bahamas, and his home port is
Nassau. The World called at Szczecin with 100 millionaires on
board. There are no more vacancies.

Water World


